Should Medicare's trust fund be removed from the budget?
The recent proposal to to roll back the recent increase in the Social Security payroll tax has some health care executives worried. The Hospital Insurance Trust Fund is closely linked to the Social Security fund, and what affects one will surely affect the other. However, analysts say that the question of whether the trust funds should or should not be part of the federal budget masks a much bigger question. Are the Administration, Congress, and the American public ready to raise taxes to adequately fund Medicare?